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Reviving history: How Plimoth Patuxet is
weather-proofing pilgrim homes

By David L. Ryan and Camille Bugayong Globe Staff and Globe Correspondent, Updated November 28, 2025, in 58 seconds

Construction workers with the Hardwick Post & Beam Company move a piece of the roof towards

the Winslow House, one of two replica replacement homes at the Plimoth Patuxet Museums 1/th
Century English Village. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF

LYMOUTH - Not far from the harbor where the Pilgrims made their final landing in
1620, two replica homes are being rebuilt by hand at Plimoth Patuxet Museums 17th
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Century English Village.

The Winslow and Alden homes, named for two prominent Pilgrim families, are
half-way finished, made with sturdier materials to protect them from extreme

weather increasing with climate change.

“Every rain we get nowadays is a downpour,” said Tom Begley, the museum’s executive
director, standing inside Alden house. “It was leading to some serious erosion on the hill,
so that water was really creating rot problems, and kind of digging out to almost sinking

the houses, in a way.”
The museum hasn’t done a tear down and rebuild project since 2014. Instead, the team

does smaller repairs on the English Village when needed, Begley said.

With a mix of new technology and old tools, the Winslow and Alden homes are being
rebuilt to stand up to harsh weather. The project, which received a $150,000 state grant,

is due to be finished next spring, Begley said.
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A foundation is placed using prefabricated concrete piers at the Alden House in January. DAVID L.
RYAN/GLOBE STAFF
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Museum staff hold a post and beam structure in place at what will become the Alden

L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF

The 17th-Century English Village, a living history museum, brings visitors back to a time
when Pilgrims dressed in tall hats, long skirts and lived in simple homes. Costumed

interpreters roam the replica Plymouth Colony settlement.

In the 1970s, archaeologist James Deetz, who was also the museum director, discovered
that English colonists used a post-in-beam construction method, placing large wooden

posts into the ground to hold up the house.

The museum still follows the method with new construction, but has adapted to include
modern building techniques. Sturdier materials can increase a home’s lifespan and

decrease the need for yearly repairs, Begley said.

As they rebuild the Winslow and Alden homes, the construction team has added concrete

footings to help the houses withstand wind and rain, said Corey Walker, the site
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supervisor.

“[Visitors] will still be able to interpret them as historic style houses, but they’ll be

stronger than they’ve ever been before,” he said.

The colonists built their interior walls with daub, a mixture of clay, mud, sand, and straw.
The replica houses are being built with daub from the Big Dig construction project,

according to Walker.

/

Bo Burke, with the HardW|ck Post & Beam Company, sits atop a beam during construction of the
Winslow House. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF
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Duncan McGhee, with McGhee & Company Roof Thatchers, works on the roof of Alden House in
April. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF

“We're trying to make these houses a little more permanent, more sustainable,” Walker
said. “What we landed on was a 50/50 mix with concrete and daub, so it looks basically

the same.”
The modifications are more of “thoughtful compromises,” Walker said.

“It’s about finding those places where it makes sense to be able to [make modifications],”

he said of the daub/concrete walls.

Construction, which began last year, will continue after the museum closes for the season

on Sunday.

The homes are due to open in time for the museum to celebrate the 250th anniversary of

the American Revolution next year, he said.
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The Winslow and Alden families played notable roles in the revolution, Begley noted.

“The Commonwealth expects a lot of increased tourism next year around the historical
sites. And we are a lot earlier than the revolution, but what we say is revolutionary ideas
started here,” Begley said gesturing around the English Village. “The road to

independence started right here.”

Stepping back in time, visitors to Plimoth Patuxet learn first-hand how the country’s

earliest colonists lived.

“It is key for us to remember how to learn our past,” Begley said. “Our goal as a museum
has always been to make it three dimensional so that you smell the food cooking over the
fire, so you understand how far people had to go just to build the houses and get a roof

over their head.”

Inside the Winslow house, Walker and Begley discussed what the finished interior will

look like, including a loft, hearth, and windows.

Building replicas, they said, allows people to revisit historical artifacts and question

interpretations.

“While we’re building, we start to think like they [colonists] thought,” Walker said. “It

often reveals insights.”

“That’s what we love most about this museum,” Begley said. “We’re learning by doing

and that’s what makes living history so exciting and different.”
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Corey Walker uses a handsaw to cut a piece of lath, used to hold daub in place for an interior wall, at
the Alden House. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF
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Daniel Knowles uses a mallet to secure a piece of lath on an interior wall in the Alden House. DAVID
L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF
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Dan Rosen works on a clapboard using a drawknife while seated on a shaving horse at the Winslow
House. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF
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Daniel Knowles uses a bow saw while working on the Winslow House. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF
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Charles Giarratana (front) uses a brace and bit as Daniel Knowles holds a hammer on the Winslow
House roof. DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/11/28/metro/plimoth-patuxet-museums-rebuild-replica-homes/ 12/13



11/28/25, 10:15 AM

-

i, Y

2

o

:z!ﬂﬁ
amy
=

(T

The Alden house (front) and Winslow House in N
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Globe Photo David L. Ryan Camille Bugayong can be reached at camille.bugayong@globe.com.
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